CHAPTER VII
1842-1875
The Copyright Act, 1842. Panizzi and the British Museum. Panizzi9s
campaign and its results. Select Committee on Public Libraries.
Black's Bill. Delivery of newspapers.
THE passing of the Imperial Copyright Act of 1842 (5 & 6 Viet.
c. 45) was an attempt to regulate copyright legislation throughout
the British Empire, and also to secure for the British Museum a
copy of every book published anywhere under British rule,1
whether copyright existed in the book or not.2 Certain circum-
stances,3 however, tended to confine the operation of the Act, so
far as this history is concerned, to the United Kingdom only. Our
chief concern at this point, therefore, is to show what effect this
Act had upon the legal deposit of books in Great Britain and
Ireland.4
Section 1 of the Act repealed the Acts of 1709,1801, and 1814,
but left unaffected the claims of the established five privileged
libraries, as well as the arrangement with regard to the payment
of compensation from the Consolidated Fund to the six libraries
henceforth deprived of their privilege by the Act of 1836. For
the purposes of the Act of 1842 the term "book" was defined as
every volume, part or division of a volume, pamphlet, sheet of
letterpress or music, map, chart, or plan separately published.
Copies of all publications issued in the United Kingdom were
1 Excepting the International Copyright Act of 1838, delivery of copies of
books published beyond the British Isles had not before been specified.
*  Per Lord Cairns in Routledge v. Law (1868) L.R. 3 H.L. 100, substan-
tiated in 37 L. J. ch. 454.
8 Dealt with in full post, pp. 147-8.
*  The Bill to this Act was first introduced into Parliament in 1837 by
Serjeant Talfourd. But because of great opposition, both in and out of the
House, it was not carried. After being ^introduced every session for five
years, and undergoing considerable modifications thereby, it was eventually
passed, mainly through the perseverance of Viscount Mahon, Serjeant
Taifourd then being out of Parliament. One of the earliest excisions was the
so-called international clause, which proposed to give copyright to foreigners
who entered their works at Stationers' Hall within twelve months after their
first publication abroad.